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County Scout Activity Day  
Sunday 11th September saw 42 Scouts from across 
West Sussex gather at Lodge Hill for the County 
Scout Activity Day. Scouts were split into random 
groups and sent around the 
activities, consisting in low ropes, archery, crate 
stacking, caving, climbing and orienteering. 
 
Tom for Burgess Hill summed the day up “It was 
simply awesome. I can’t wait to do it all again 
next year!” 
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Explorer Belt Challenge –  

 New Zealand 2011 
The Explorer Belt challenge consists of a group of 

young people going abroad for at least 10 days or 
more to complete 10 challenges, as well as an overall 

challenge. The idea behind the award is that it is an 
‘antithesis to the package holiday’, a way to truly interact with 

the country you are visiting. 
 

For our Explorer Belt Challenge we chose to visit New Zealand. Not 
only does New Zealand have an amazing breadth of landscapes and adventure activities, but 
it also has a strong Scout Organisation. Our overall challenge therefore as to compare the 
Scout movement in New Zealand to ours in the UK. Our 10 smaller challenges were set by the 
District and given to us on the eve of our departure. 
 

We decided to go for 6 weeks, giving us plenty of time to cover the majority of the country, 
staying with local supporters and members of Scouting as we went round.  We used a local 
coach company, Naked Bus, to get around and visited 5 major destinations in New Zealand: 
Auckland, Taupo, Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown. 
 

Our overall challenge was easy to research as we talked to everyone 
we stayed with about their experiences of Scouting and the 
Scouting organisation, as well as going along to local meetings and 
events, the national museum of scouting  and even the National 
Office in Wellington! We found out that New Zealand was one of 
the first countries to allow girls into all sections, which was 
interesting from our perspective as female members of the 
organisation. Also, the NZ equivalent of Network, which they call 
Rovers, have a very strong nationwide network (everyone seems to 
know everyone!) and they split their time 50/50 between service 
and “having fun”. Scouts are also the only Youth Organisation, 
other than Guides, which is Youth Charity Organisation through an 
act of Parliament in 1956. It was interesting to learn about Scouting 

when visiting the local groups, as we also got to compare different ways of Scouting across 
the country, and to meet all the age groups involved.  
 

For our 10 small challenges we were given a range of tasks: 
 

1) Find a uniquely New Zealand / Maori dish and get someone to 
teach you how to cook it from scratch.  
 

2) Get photographed in uniform with a member of the New 
Zealand parliament or a local Mayor and get them to talk about 
their role.   
 

3) Visit a local school group or youth club (not a Scout Group) and 
talk to the young people about their perceptions of scouting.   
 

4) Watch a live rugby match and 
discuss with the coach or a fan why 
New Zealand is number one in the world.   
 

5) Meet someone that has settled in New Zealand from the UK 
and discuss with them what they found hardest about moving 
to New Zealand.   
 

6) Produce a series of photos that demonstrates the impact and 
the recovery from the Christchurch earthquake on historical 
buildings and on the lives of local people   
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7) Learn the first two verses of both New Zealand's National Anthems and perform it in front 
of a New Zealand cub/scout leader (at least one verse should be sung in Maori). Get them to 
sign a piece of paper that you have performed it to their satisfaction.  
 

8) Visits a local sheep farm and meet with the farmer discuss the importance of the UK 
market to the sheep industry in New Zealand and try and find sheep with a UK connections 
e.g. breed of sheep originating in the UK.   
 

9) When in Queenstown meet someone involved in the making of Lord of the Rings and 
discuss the impact on the local area.   
 

10) Collect as many words used in New Zealand English that are unique to New Zealand or 
New Zealand words that have passed into wider English. (For example American English use 
sidewalk instead of pavement) 
 

The challenges were really interesting to complete, and definitely made you get out there 
and talk to the locals! Some of them we were really lucky with, for example the Lords of 
Rings Challenge were we bumped into a guy who was an extra in the films whilst at a local 
badminton club. Others, such as the rugby match, were quite easy to do as they were such a 
big part of their everyday life and culture.  The challenge we felt we got the most from was 
learning about how the Christchurch earthquakes impacted and is still affecting local people 
today. It was amazing to see institutions, such as the university, carried on running even with 
all the damage and setbacks they have faced. 
 

As well as completing our challenges we 
also took as many opportunities as 
possible to explore the country, learn 
about their culture and try out the many 
adventure activities on offer! Some of our 
highlights include, skydiving over Lake 
Taupo, getting a guided hike of Franz 
Josef Glacier, volunteering at a local 
Maori school and climbing to the top of 
the Coromandel Pinnacles. It was great to 
be staying with the locals, as you got 
taken to places off the beaten track, such 
as sailing with the sea scouts in Auckland, 
and also learnt a lot of local politics and 
history at the same time.  

 

We would recommend New Zealand 
as a great place for anyone to visit, 
and especially for Explorer Belt 
Challenges. There is no end to the 
amazing outdoor activities to do; 
with a country so diverse in 
landscapes it has volcanoes, lakes, 
mountains, geysers and the endless 
coastline. Not only that but the 
people are really friendly, Scouting 
is on the up and they speak English 
to top it all off! Also, the country is 
not so large that you come away 
feeling like you missed out on lots 
of things to do, although there is 
definitely things we’d go back for. 
 
Kim Fuggle and Charlotte Schillinger 
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Adventures Down Under!  
Explorer Scout Jenny Reeves from Enigma ESU, Petworth & Pulborough 
District reports: 
 

During the summer I went to Australia for 6 weeks on the Scout Commonwealth 
Youth Exchange Programme. Whilst there I stayed with the Bannan family, they were 
incredibly generous and lovely. Craig (dad) is the Group Scout Leader at their local Scout 
Group – The Glasshouse Mountains, whilst Roz 
(mum) is the Treasurer. Their daughters are Veronica, 
Rachel (a Venturer), and Grace (a Scout). I was 
treated as one of the family. Glasshouse Mountains 
are in the Sunshine Coast region of Queensland, just 
north of Brisbane. 
 

The best thing about Australia was being able to try 
so many things I can’t do at home. Whilst I was there 
I was able to go walking in the rainforest and see an 
incredible variety of wildlife, including a platypus, which surprisingly, most Australians have 
never seen. I also got to see wild kangaroos, koalas and spider – which I didn’t like!  
 

My hosts went out of their way to ensure I had a really good time. We travelled within the 
area of Noosa in the north, the Pacific Ocean in the east, Bunya Mountains in the west and 
the Lamington National Park in the south where I looked across to New South Wales from 
the tree-top canopy walk. 
 

For two days we went to the Bunya Mountains which are a 3 hour drive from Brisbane – they 
are in the middle of no-where. I got to feed wild King Parrots and Rosellas as well as see the 
Milky Way, which was spectacular. We also climbed to the summit of the tallest mountain, 
Mount Kiangarow, which is roughly the height of Snowdon. Near the top I almost trod on a 
small snake. Later I was told it was the world’s most venomous snake but a very young one. 
So I’m glad I missed it! As a special treat I was taken to Australia Zoo where I was able to 
stroke and feed a giraffe and stroke a koala and two types of kangaroo. Their fur is so soft. 
 

One of the conditions of the programme was that I had to go to school. This was for 4 days a 
week for slightly longer hours than I was used to. It was surprisingly enjoyable. Everyone was 
really friendly if not slightly mad which was really cool. The best thing was that kangaroo 
were actually jumping through the school. 
 

In addition to weekly Venturer meetings I also did a lot of scouting activities. I took part in 
two hikes, one with the Scouts and one with the Venturers. The one with the Venturers was 
called Night Hawk which is like our District Halloween Hike but bigger as there are over 200 
teams. Glasshouse Mountains came 11th so we were very happy. I also helped out at the 
Sausage Sizzle, we raised just over Aus. $1000. One evening I also helped out with the Cub 
Group which was an awesome experience. I felt particularly special as I was the only foreign 
visiting Scout in Queensland this summer. 
  

I learnt a lot about Australia and life there. I 
enjoyed learning Australian; we may speak English 
but there is room for misunderstanding – they wear 
their thongs on their feet! My trip to Australia has 
given me more self-confidence and independence. 
 

Would I recommend this programme? Yes!  
Rachel is hoping to come to the UK in 2013 and I 
can’t wait to show her parts of my country. 
Meanwhile I’m looking at ways of returning. I have 
the travel bug! 
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New Recruitment Video for local Scouting 
A new video to help local Scouting with adult recruitment is now available. Aimed at an audience 
external to Scouting, the video can be found at www.scouts.org.uk/news/435 and is an excellent 
recruitment tool. The longer, internal video shown to members at this year’s national AGM is also 
available on the same page. 
 

Take centre stage at Windsor 
Recruitment of Queen’s Scouts for the teams that will make Windsor 2012 happen is now underway. If 
you would like to be considered, you need to be a Member of The Scout Association and hold the 
Queen’s Scout Award, or be working to complete it by 29 April 2012. Full details at 
www.scouts.org.uk/windsor  
 

What do you think about the programme? 
The Programme team are currently taking a critical look at the programme to make sure that it 
remains relevant. They need your views on what you like about it and how it can be improved. Tell 
them what you think using the enquiry form on the updated Your Programme, Your Voice webpage 
www.scouts.org.uk/ypyv  
 

Rolling activity reviews 
The Scout Association has a rolling review of the governance of all activities to ensure that these 
remain up to date and relevant, removing any barriers whilst retaining safety. This means that every 
activity will be reviewed every few years on a rolling cycle. Take a look at 
www.scouts.org.uk/activitiesreview and have your say. 
 

New partnership with Discovery Networks UK 
Discovery Networks UK is to sponsor the Pioneer Activity Badge in a drive to encourage more young 
people to take up the challenges and opportunities of Scouting. Using a list of ‘14 things to do before 
you’re 14’, the partnership aims to encourage 
young people to take on new challenges and 
live their life to the full. Full details at 
www.scouts.org.uk/news/434  
 

Sea Scouting  
Roy Masini documents one hundred years of 
Sea Scouting in his limited edition book ‘Sea 
Scouting: A History 1909-2009’.  

Available from: Phillimore & Co Ltd, Healey 
House, Dene Road, Andover SP10 2AA 
01264 409 200   www.phillimore.co.uk   
or at good local bookstores  Price: £30   
ISBN: 978-1-86077-573-4 
 
 


